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STATE 172299 

E.O. 12065: RDS - 3 , 6/29/01 ( FLANEGIN, ROBERT L.) 

TAGS: PINR , UY, AR 

SUBJECT: (U) BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON NEW ARGENTINE 

AMBASSADOR TO URUGUAY 

REF: MONTEVIDEO 2144 

1. (U) FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS IN RESPONSE TO REF REQUEST 
FOR DATA ON MA J . GEN. (RET.) SANTIAGO OMAR RIV:ROS, NEWLY 
APPOINTED AMBASSADOR TO URUGUAY. 

2. RIVEROS IS A HARD-LINE , RIGHT-WING RETIRED 
ARTILLERY OFFICER WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY SERVED AS CHIEF OF 
THE ARGENTINE DELEGATION TO THE INTER -AMERICAN DEFENSE 
BOARD IN WASHINGTON SINCE FEBRUARY 1979. RIVEROS HAS 
PROBABLY BEEN KEPT OUT OF ARGENTINA BECAUSE OF HIS VOCAL 
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GOVERNMENTS. HE IS IDEOLOGICALLY TO THE RIGHT OF BOTH 
MEN AND IS A FIRM ADVOCATE OF A MILITARY SOLUTION TO HIS 
COUNTRY'S PROBLEMS.' AN ARDENT ANTI - COMMUNIST, RIVEROS WAS 
ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN THE GOVERNMENT'S COUNTERSUBVERSIVE 
CAMPAIGN IN BUENOS AIRES DURING HIS TENURE AS COMMANDER 
OF MILITARY INSTITUTES (1975-79). 

3. THE AMBASSADOR IS FAVORABLY DISPOSED TOWARD THE 
UNITED STATES. IN ADDITION TO HIS RECENT ASSIGNMENT IN 
WASHINGTON, HE RECEIVED A US ORIENTATION TOUR IN 1976, 

AND DURING 1960-61 HE ATTENDED A COURSE FOR SPECIALISTS 
IN ORDNANCE AND MILITARY ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT IN 

THIS COUNTRY. HE HAS ALSO VISITED CANADA AND EUROPE. 

4. (U) RIVEROS GRADUATED FROM THE MILITARY ACADEMY 

IN 1954; HE LATER ATTENDED THE ARTILLERY SCHOOL (1946-51), 
THE SUPERIOR TECHNICAL SCHOOL (1952-56), AND THE SUPERIOR 
WAR SCHOOL (1967) . WORKING HIS WAY RAPIDLY THROUGH THE 
RANKS, RIVEROS EVENTUALLY SERVED AS DIRECTOR OF ALMOST 
EVERY ARGENTINE MILITARY SCHOOL DURING THE 1960S AND THE 
1970S . HE ALSO WAS DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF MILITARY FACTORIES 
DURING JANUARY- SEPTEMBER 1975. 


5. d A NATIVE OF CORDOBA PROVINCE, RIVEROS WAS BORN 
rN VILLA DOLORES ON AUGUST 4, 1923. HE IS LOGICAL, 

70RCEFUL, IMPATIENT, SOMEWHAT GRUFF AND CAPABLE OF BEING 
ARTICULATE WHEN HE WISHES. HE HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS 
ALOOF AND RANK CONSCIOUS, BUT SOME HAVE FOUND HIM TO BE 
PLEASANT, OUTGOING AND CORDIAL. RIVEROS IS MARRIED TO 
CHE FORMER BEATRIZ TERESA AYESTARAN, A VIVACIOUS WOMAN 
mO IS DEVOTED TO HER HUSBAND AND CONSTANTLY TRIES TO 
BOLSTER HIS IMAGE. SHE IS A SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHER. 
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TIE RIVEROSES HAVE A SON AND A DAUGHTER. RIVEROS SPEAKS 
T AIR ENGLISH. HAIG 
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